centners, and in Kazakhstan 128 centners per hectare. In 1946,
Ibrai Zhakhayev, a kolkhoznik in the Kzyl-Orda Region,
a Stalin Prize winner, obtained 160 centners per hectare.
Is this the limit? No! At the time you will be reading this
book you will hear of new victories achieved by Soviet rice
growers. In the opinion of our experts, rice is one of the
most fertile of the grain crops.
Incidentally, it shares this virtue with maize. We know
that maize is the principal crop not somewhere in the back-
ward countries of the Orient, but in the United States. There,
great efforts are being made to increase the yield of this
crop. New varieties are being raised. Recently they have
been planting hybrid seeds obtained from crossing difi'erent
"lines" and higher yields have been obtained.
Nevertheless, the American fields have never witnessed
such a spurt in maize yield as was achieved in the Ukraine
in 1948. Abroad, a maize yield of 100 centners per hectare
is unknown. In the Caucasus, before the war, yields of 130
and even of i6j centners per hectare were obtained. As the
reader already knows, Mark Yevstafievich Ozerny, Hero
of Socialist Labour, in the severe drought year of 1946,
obtained in the Dnepropetrovsk Region a yield of 136 cent-
ners per hectare on four kolkhoz hectares. In 1948 he beat
this achievement; he obtained an unprecedented yield of
over 20^ centners of maize per hectare.
In 1927, a farmer in the United States obtained, on
two hectares,, a cotton yield of 46.6 centners per hectare,
nine times the average yield for the country. This farmer
was awarded a prize and his achievement was boosted as a
"miracle." Two or three years later, however, farmers in
America were paid bonuses to destroy the cotton crop. In
our country, in Uzbekistan, before the war, jo centners and
over per hectare were gathered from thousands of hectares,
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